C-type natriuretic peptide: an important neuroendocrine regulator?
In the decade since its discovery, C-type natriuretic peptide (CNP), the third member of the natriuretic peptide family, has been shown to be produced by most of the major endocrine glands, including the hypothalamus and anterior pituitary. The relative abundance of its guanylyl cyclase-containing GC-B receptor in these glands suggests that CNP might be a local neuroendocrine regulator. Here, we review this possibility, emphasizing signalling and integration with other regulatory systems in the neuroendocrine control of reproduction.